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The Hikurangi Plateau is a Cretaceous oceanic plateau that is being subducted along the
east coast of the North Island of New Zealand. Here, relative plate motion is oblique and
partitioned along the margin via strike slip faulting and clockwise rotation. Six
characteristics of the margin exhibit systematic
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GNS Science is a Crown Research Institute whose purpose is to

Our instit

increase New Zealand’s resilience to natural hazards and reduce risk from earthquakes,
volcanoes, landslides and tsunamis;

increase resource security and economic benefit from the development and diversification
of New Zealand’s oil, gas, geothermal energy and minerals industries;

improve the sustainable management of and increase economic returns from
groundwater resources;

enhance the geotechnical engineering that underpins New Zealand’s transport and
energy infrastructure;

create value for New Zealand industry through the use of isotope and ion beam
technologies; and

increase understanding of the geology and past climates of New Zealand, the Ross
Dependency and Antarctica.
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